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One of the defining themes of 2024 for
Mouvement Ecologique was the issue of water
pollution. On one hand, the organization
conducted a thorough analysis of Luxembourg’s
progress — or lack thereof — in the two decades
since the creation of the Water Management
Agency. On the other hand, particular attention
was given to the presence of TFA, a so-called
“forever chemical’”
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TFA does not break down in nature — as its name
suggests — and instead continues to accumulate
over time.

That’s why urgent action is needed now.cumulate
over time.

That’s why urgent action is needed now.



20 YEARS OF THE WATER MANAGEMENT
AGENCY —THE ADMINISTRATION
CELEBRATES ITS ANNIVERSARY - BUT
WATER POLICY STILL NEEDS TO GROW UP

In 2024, the Water Management Agency (*Administration de la
gestion de I'eau — AGE*) celebrated its 20th anniversary, marked
in part by the launch of a new logo. The creation of such an agen-
cy had been a long-standing demand — including by Mouvement
Ecologique — and was undoubtedly necessary given the major
challenges in water management. It is also important that, after a
brief but problematic stint under the Ministry of the Interior, the
agency is now once again part of the Ministry of the Environment.
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Today, the Water Management Agency is firmly embedded in the
state’s institutional framework. It’s hard to imagine a time when this
body didn’t exist. Tasks such as passing a water management law,
developing water management plans, monitoring drinking water
and surface waters, upgrading wastewater treatment plants, and
overseeing the designation of drinking water protection zones are
just a few of the critical areas it handles.

However, the reality is that the situation in the water sector remains
far from satisfactory, and the agency’s influence is still too limited.
The deficits are significant — not because of the agency’s staff, but
due to underlying structural issues.

That’s why Mouvement Ecologique sees the agency’s 20th anniver-
sary as an opportunity to take stock and reflect on what reforms are
needed to ensure the agency truly “comes of age” — and that the
protection of water, one of our most precious resources, is effec-
tively guaranteed.

This milestone should serve as a catalyst for launching fundamental
reforms in Luxembourg’s water management system. Without such
steps, water management plans risk remaining largely symbolic and

ineffective.

This is not just a technical issue — it concerns the health of our rivers
and streams, the protection of drinking water sources, biodiversity,
and ultimately, human well-being.

To this end, Mouvement Ecologique published a 24-page in-depth
analysis of the current situation, including concrete proposals. The
publication received considerable attention and sparked widespread
discussion.

ALARMING EU-WIDE WATER
POLLUTION FROM PFAS UNCOVERED -
LUXEMBOURG’S WATER BODIES ALSO
CONTAMINATED

... was the title of Mouvement Ecologique’s first public statement
on the “forever chemical” TFA in 2024.

TFA, or trifluoroacetic acid, is the final breakdown product of various
larger PFAS compounds — man-made chemicals widely used due to
their water-, grease-, and heat-resistant properties, for instance in
pesticides and refrigerants. TFA is extremely small and mobile, and
it can easily spread through water. Although current measurements
suggest that critical thresholds have not yet been reached — and
investigations by the World Health Organization are still ongoing —
one thing is clear: with each passing day of inaction, we are moving
closer to those thresholds.

A study presented in May by Pesticide Action Network Europe (PAN
Europe), of which Mouvement Ecologique is a member, together
with the environmental organisation Global 2000, revealed an
alarming level of contamination of groundwater and rivers with this
little-known and largely unregulated chemical.

Mouvement Ecologique took part in the study and submitted water
samples from Luxembourg, which unfortunately were also part of
the concerning results. In total, the study examined groundwater
and surface water samples from ten EU countries (6 groundwater
and 23 surface water samples), revealing shockingly high levels
of TFA. The Luxembourg samples — taken from the Alzette River,
a spring in Dommeldingen, and tap water in one municipality —
showed contamination levels that matched the average of the other
countries tested.

The issue quickly gained wide attention in the press and among the
public, especially given its potential impact on human health.

A few weeks later, the second part of the PAN Europe and Global
2000 report was published, this time focusing on tap and mineral
water. Again, Mouvement Ecologique provided two Luxembourg
samples, both of which showed TFA contamination comparable to
the European average.

In November, the final part of the report was released, focusing on
bottled mineral water — and once again, contamination was found.
Even bottled water is frequently affected by TFA.

The findings across all three reports can be summarized as follows:
- TFA contamination is man-made and has reached even deep
groundwater layers.

- TFA cannot be filtered out of water, or only through highly complex,
energy-intensive and water-wasting processes.

- Around 50% of TFA pollution stems from PFAS-based pesticides.

- According to current scientific understanding, measured TFA levels
are still within safety limits.

However, the crux of the matter is this: the available data on health
impacts is limited and incomplete — which means that the risks may
be underestimated.
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The message to policymakers was clear: all additional TFA inputs
must be minimized in line with the precautionary principle. Every
further input increases the risk of surpassing critical thresholds. The
time to act is now.

Stop Further TFA Emissions into the Environment

Mouvement Ecologique published the three reports and provided
a detailed position on the situation in Luxembourg. In this context,
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specific questions were addressed to the responsible ministries
(Environment, Agriculture, and Health) as well as to the Water
Management Agency (Administration de la gestion de l'eau). The
response to the final report was accompanied by an appeal to the
government to advocate at an upcoming meeting of a relevant EU
committee for a ban on two pesticides that release TFA.

The government responded in considerable detail to several of
Mouvement Ecologique’s inquiries. However, it did not address the
fact that pesticides used in agriculture are the main source of TFA
emissions, nor that Luxembourg has not consistently advocated for
stricter EU-level limits. Concrete questions on how the use of TFA is
to be effectively reduced remain unanswered to this day.

For this reason, Mouvement Ecologique also contacted the res-
ponsible committee of the Chamber of Deputies, which discussed
the issue of the forever chemical TFA on October 16. In advance
of the meeting, Mouvement Ecologique wrote to the committee
members to urge them to call on the government for a more
consistent and determined approach.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE NOW — SO THAT WE CAN STILL
DRINK OUR WATER IN 10 YEARS

In 2024, PAN Europe and Mouvement Ecologique called for
comprehensive measures to protect the environment and public
health, presenting their demands to policymakers. These include an
immediate ban on PFAS-based pesticides and other chemicals that
contribute to TFA pollution, as well as sustained support for agricul-
ture to transition to more environmentally friendly practices.

Stricter limit values and quality standards for TFA in water should
be introduced, water sources better protected, and contamination
monitored through regular testing. Transparency and the polluter
pays principle should clearly define responsibilities.

TFA IS THE DOMINANT PFAS CONTAMINAN
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