
 

 
 

More selec�ve promo�on of e-mobility - having the courage to beg big 
climate killers to pay! 

It is already clear that the 2024 Autofestival, which started this weekend, will (once again) feature ever 
larger, ever heavier cars. This also applies to electric cars. This government set out to drive forward the 
energy transition and therefore also electromobility with more socially selective subsidies, among other 
things. Now is the time to implement this intention: Differentiated regulations are to be established for 
the subsidisation of e-cars, thus indirectly ensuring social selectivity. Measures such as the introduction of 
"social leasing" and, if necessary, the promotion of efficient used electric cars can also be considered. At 
the same time, particularly polluting vehicles should be subject to a penalty and the company car 
privilege should be abolished and limited to EVs.  

Luxembourg's provisional carbon footprint for 2022 shows that it is s�ll important to take ac�on in the 
transport sector in order to achieve the 2030 CO2 reduc�on targets. CO2 emissions in the transport sector 
over the last two years, it is s�ll responsible for 60% of Luxembourg's  of Luxembourg's CO2 emissions.  

There is evidence that subsidies to promote the market launch of new technologies make sense,  including 
for electromobility. This is mainly due to the currently s�ll higher purchase prices of e-cars. In principle, 
the subsidies in Luxembourg should therefore be maintained un�l this new technology has become 
established in society as a whole. 

However, the Mouvement Ecologique is in favour of a targeted limita�on of support, also from a social 
point of view. From a certain purchase price of a car, which is more in the luxury category and very 
expensive, the buyer should no longer be supported. According to the principle of social selec�vity, a 
person who can afford a vehicle cos�ng €60,000 or more, for example, can also secure this without 
public subsidisa�on or fall back on cheaper, more resource-friendly and more efficient alterna�ves on 
the market. On oekotopten.lu, interested par�es can find a list of par�cularly efficient and therefore 
recommendable e-cars, which is updated regularly. Further measures should also be considered from a 
social point of view, such as social leasing or the introuc�on of subsidies to used electric cars.  

In addi�on to subsidies, the Mouvement Ecologique is also calling for other fiscal measures, such as the 
introduc�on of a so-called "malus system", which already exists to some extent in France1, the 
Netherlands and Belgium2. This involves imposing a charge on new registra�ons of combus�on cars with 
high CO2 emissions. The aim is twofold: the polluter pays principle is at least par�ally respected 
(internalisa�on of external costs) and the levy has a steering effect in terms of lower-emission vehicles. 

1. There is already a social leasing system in France: htps://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000048567193 
2. There is also a malus system in Wallonia. 

 

 



 

 
For vehicles with an emission value of 117 g CO2/km or more, an addi�onal €50 is payable on enrolment 
in France. This tax rises to €60,000.-3 (!) up to an emission value of 193 g CO2/km. 

It is clear from both measures that specific regula�ons should apply in Luxembourg for families who need 
larger vehicles due to their household composi�on.  

France has gone even further and introduced an addi�onal weight tax (from 1.6 tonnes), which will also 
apply to EVs from 2025. This could also be a useful instrument for Luxembourg to counteract the trend 
towards ever larger and heavier vehicles. 

The message from the Mouvement Ecologique is therefore clear: gran�ng undifferen�ated subsidies 
from the state does not make sense from a certain stage of a product's market launch; a certain degree 
of social selec�vity must be ensured. As far as cars with high emissions are concerned, it is not up to the 
public to bear the consequen�al costs caused by the behaviour of individuals. 

Last but not least, the hidden subsidies for the company car privilege need to be reconsidered. This is 
where the state invests (!) tens of millions. The Mouvement Ecologique is in favour of ensuring that 
combus�on cars can no longer benefit from an "Avantage en nature", but only par�cularly efficient electric 
cars. If this is not possible from a legal perspec�ve, the coefficient used to calculate the company car 
privilege would have to be set much higher for combus�on engines in order to be a real deterrent.  

The current subsidy regula�ons are to be reformed by June (see also coali�on agreement4). If the current 
government is really serious about climate protec�on, the aforemen�oned adjustments in the transport 
sector must be made as quickly as possible: The 2024 Autofes�val offers the opportunity to speak plainly! 

 

 

Luxembourg, 22 January 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. However, the discount may not exceed 50% of the purchase price. 

4.  Subsidies for the purchase of electric cars and other zero-emission technologies will be maintained. The criteria for 
awarding subsidies and the amounts of these subsidies will be reviewed periodically. - Coali�on Agreement 2023-2028, p.58. 
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