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We, the undersigned non-governmental not-for-profit organizations, work to protect and

promote universal human rights, including the right to a healthy environment and to protect those

individuals who defend these rights. Therefore, we are deeply concerned about the fate of Evgeny

Vitishko, a member of Environmental Watch on the North Caucasus, regional organisation of Russian

Social-ecological Union / Friends of the Earth Russia and a respected environmental defender.

On 15 April 2015, the Kirsanovsky District Court in Tambov Region rejected Evgeny Vitishko’s

request for parole. At the hearing, the administration of the penal colony insisted that Evgeny Vitishko

could not be released on parole as he had received a number of reprimands. The reprimands included

giving one of his personal clothing items to another prisoner who did not have warm clothes and was

cold; sitting on his bed at an unauthorized time; sleeping at an unauthorized time in an isolation cell;



storing food in an unauthorized place; receiving correspondence from his lawyer without notification of
the penal colony administration; and “a negligent attitude towards weeding tomatoes.” In reply to this,
Evgeny Vitishko explained that some of those ‘violations’ did not happen, others are far-fetched. Also,
Vitishko told the court about violations committed by the penal colony administration, including the
unlawful use of restraint equipment against prisoners.

At the court hearing, the prosecutor supported the penal colony administration’s position not to
grant Evgeny Vitishko parole because he had not “admitted his guilt” and if released he would “continue
doing what he was doing.” Evgeny Vitishko’s defense team pointed out that by law, parole is not
conditional on admission of guilt. The court however took the prosecution and the penal colony
administration’s side and ruled that Evgeny Vitishko must continue serving his sentence. His defense
team plans to appeal the decision.

On 6 April 2015, Evgeny Vitishko was informed that the Russian Federation Supreme Court had
rejected his appeal regarding his custodial sentence. Therefore, parole remains the only hope for
Vitishko’s release.

In view of the information described above, we:

- ask Russian competent authorities to release Evgeny Vitishko immediately and
unconditionally as he is a prisoner of conscience who is imprisoned solely for peacefully
exercising his right to freedom of expression;

- express our deep concern that the formal reprimands issued on insubstantial grounds
are a form of harassment of Evgeny Vitishko and demand that this harassment stop
immediately.

Sincerely,

Blanche Weber
President Mouvement Ecologique
FoE Luxembourg

CC: Prosecutor of Tambov Region
Vladimir lvanovich Torgovchenkov
Prosecutor’s Office of Tambov Region
ul. Lermontovskaya, 1

392000 Tambov, Russian Federation
Fax: 011747527254 01
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OBPALLEHUE

HwkenoanucasLumnecst HenpaBUTENbCTBEHHbIE HEKOMMEPYECKNE OpraHm3aunm paboTtaloT B
cdepe 3aLLmnTbl 1 NOOLLPEHMS YHUBEPCanbHbIX NPaB YerioBeka, B TOM Y1cne npaBa Ha 6naronpusaTHyo
OKpy>KatoLLyto cpefly. B cooTBeTCTBUM C LeNsiMM HaLLIMX OpraH1M3aLuunii, Mbl CTPEMUMCS 3aLLMTUTD
YHUBepcarbHble NpaBa YenoBeka, UCNonb3yem NpaBoBble MeXaHW3Mbl A5 3alWMTbl BCEX, KTO 3awuaeT
371 npaga. [NoaTomy Mbl rnyboko o3aboyeHbl cyabbori Butnwko EsreHust NeHHagneBmya, YneHa CoseTa
Okonoruyeckon BaxTel no CeBepHomy KaBkasy, permoHanbHOWm opraHusauumn Poccuinckoro coumarnbHo-
akonornyeckoro cot3sa / [ipy3bsa 3emnu — Poccus, yBakaemMoro 3almMTH1Ka NpyMpoapbl U npaB YenoBeka.



15 anpensa 2015 r. KupcaHoBckui paioHHbI cyg TamboBcKor obnacTu oTkasan B
yOOBMNETBOPEHUN xogaTancTea Butuwko E.IM. 0 ero ycrnoBHo-4ocpo4yHOM ocBoboXxaeHun. Bo Bpems
cynebHbIX 3acegaHnin agMUHUCTPaLUS KONTOHUM HacTanBana Ha ToM, 4To Butuwko E.I. He moxeT
Nony4YnTb YCIOBHO-4OCPOYHOE OCBOOOXAEHNE B CBA3WN C TEM, YTO Y HEFO UMEIOTCS BOCEMb HapyLUEHWI U
ceMb B3biCkaHu. Cpean “HapylleHnIA” YMCNSaTCS cnegylowmne: nepeaan cBo npegMeT oaexabl Apyromy
3aKMnYEHHOMY, KOTOPbIN 3aMEp3, MOTOMY YTO Y TOro He ObiNo TENNbIX BELLEN; cuaen Ha CBOEn KpoBaTu B
HeyCTaHOBMNEHHOE BpeMs; cnan B LWTpagHOM N30nAaTope B HEYCTaHOBIEHHOE BPEMS; XpaHUN NPoAYKThI
NUTaHNs B HE3aKOHHOM MEeCTe; NOMYy4Ynn KOPPECNOHAEHLUMIO OT CBOEro aABokaTa, He yBe4OMMB 06 3TOM
agMUHMCTPaUUIO KONOHMM; a Takke «xanaTHO OTHECCS K Mponoske NoMmMaopoBy. B oTBeT Ha aTu
“HapyweHnuns”, Butuweko E.I". noscHun cygy, 4To ogHW He COOTBETCTBYIOT AEWCTBUTENLHOCTU, Apyrue
ABNSOTCA HagyMaHHbIMU. Butnwko E.I. Takke pacckasan cyay O HapyLeHWsX, COBEPLLUEHHbIX
agMUHUCTPaUUEN KONIOHMU, B T.4. O HE3AaKOHHOM MCMOJSIb30BaHUN CMeLcpeicTB B OTHOLLEHUN
3aKIMOYEHHBIX.

Mpokypop nogaepxan No3numMio aaMUHUCTPALLUN KOIOHMW, OTMETUB NPU 3TOM, YTO
"HanpaBneHHOoCTb y Butniuko octanack, OH He NpM3HaEeT CBOI BMHY 1 cobupaeTcs nocne BbIxoga Ha
cBobony Bce aenatb Tak xe. YO oH He gocToun". 3awmTta Butuwko E.I. npokomMMmeHTMpoBana B cyae,
YTO HEMpU3HaHWE BUHbI HE SIBNSIETCA OCHOBAHMEM OTKa3a B YCIOBHO-40CPOYHOM O0CBOOOXAEHMU. Tem He
MeHee, Cya MPUHSN No3MUMI0 roCyaapCTBEHHOIO 0OBUHNUTENS U aAMUHUCTPAaLIMM KONTOHUN, OTKa3aB B
YCNOBHO-AOCPOYHOM ocBOGOXAeHMM. 3awmTa Butnwko E.[. 6yget obxanoBaTb 3TO pelleHve cyaa.

6 anpens 2015 r. BepxosHbii Cyg P® oTtkasan Butuwko E.I'. B paccmoTpeHnmn ero xanobbl Ha
peweHne cyga ob oTMeHe yCroBHOMO HakasaHus. B ¢Ba3n ¢ 3TMM, yCnoBHO-A0CPOYHOE 0cBOGOXAEHME
ocrtaetcs ans Butuwko E.I'. eguHCTBEHHOM Hagexaon Ha ceoboay.

B cBs131 C BbILLEN3NOXEHHbBIM, Mbl, H/XXENoanucasLInecs,

- TpebyeM He3aMeanuTenbHO NPUHATL BCe HEOBXOAMMbIE MepPbl K HEMeAneHHOMY
ocsoboxaeHuio Butuwko E.IM. 6e3 kakux-nnbo ycnosuin, NOCKOMbKY TOT SABNAETCA
Y3HWKOM COBECTU, KOTOPOro NMLLIMIN CBOOOABI NCKMIOYMTENBHO 338 MUPHOE NOMb30BaHNe
npaBoMm Ha cBOOOAY BblpaXXeHUs1 MHEeHWI;

- Bblpaxaem rnybokyto 03aboyeHHOCTb B CBA3M C TeM, 4To Butuwiko E.I'. nogseprcs
npecneaoBaHmnio CO CTOPOHbI aAMUHUCTPaLMM UCTIPABUTENBHOIO YYpeXaeHus, 1
Tpebyem, uTobbl faBneHve Ha Butuweko E.I'. npekpatunocb HemeaneHHo.

Blanche Weber
President Mouvement Ecologique
FoE Luxembourg
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